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MESSAGE PROM THE PREMIER OP SOUZOttSTRALIAXfiON. DON DUNSTM. 
Q.C.. 13. P . . FOR "THE SOUTHERN CRESS" NEUSPAPSR. 
I am very g r a t e f a l ftp the churches f o r t h e i r a s s i s t -
ance to me in the matter SunSajr entertainment* 
As I pointed oufl i n my l e t t e r to Bishop Reed which 
he passed on t o a l l l churches1 the loopholes in the present 
Places of Public Entertainment Act are so great t ha t unless 
ac t ion i s taken ourin^Ji]ii<r yea r , the s i t u a t i o n by next year w i l l 
be completely out of hand and uncontrol led. Moreover, the loop-
holes being used t o levade the present law are allowing en te r t a in* 
ments to take p l ace / i n places where packed crowds can be subjected 
to the gravest of hazards to t h e i r s a f e t y from f i r e r i s k . The 
l e t t e r whiciKl^g£Ht t o the churches was thus wr i t t en a t the 
beginning of t h i s sess ion of Parliament in order to give them 
time t o consider the matter and make submissions in time f o r the 
necessary and urgent ac t ion t o be taken t h i s sess ion . 
Three of the churches, the Bapt is t Union, the 
Churches of Chr i s t , and the Lutheran Church, considered tha t 
there should be no a l t e r a t i o n in the present s i t u a t i o n . 
Regret tably , they have not turned t h e i r a t t e n t i o n t o the f a c t 
disclosed in my l e t t e r tha t already there i s widespread a c t i v i t y 
on Sundays which i s not control led and about which a decis ion must 
be made. I t i s extremely unl ike ly t ha t we can cut across what 
have become es tabl i shed community customs, with success . For 
the r e s t , i t i s qui te apparent that the major i ty of churches are 
e i t h e r i h favor of or resigned to an a l t e r a t i o n in the law so 
tha t the decisions of the recent Royal Commission on Sunday 
Observance i n Tasmania are given e f f e c t t o here *though with some 
minor modificat ions advocated in two ins tances . The Government 
i s i n consequence examining an amendment to the law along those 
l i ne s t o give e f f e c t t o what i s apparently the overwhelming 
major i ty opinion of the churches. 
There are two other submissions, however, which 
s p e c i f i c a l l y c a l l f o r comment. The f i r s t of these i s tha t 
publ ic t ranspor t should be made more ava i lab le on Sundays. 
Given the present f inances of the Municipal Tramways Trus t , I do 
not fo resee tha t i t i s a t a l l l i k e l y tha t we could extend publio 
t ranspor t se rv ices to Sunday morning work. i f we were t o do so, 
i t would be necessary t o provide 'buses f o r a l l services on Sunday 
mornings, and on present indicated demand t h i s would be p la in ly 
uneconomic, and monies would have t o be found f o r a subs t an t i a l 
d e f i c i t f o r the Municipal Tramways Trust , which would be 
achieved only by increases in taxat ion* Secondly, the 
Churches of Chris t and the Anglican Diocese of Willochra both 
suggested tha t the matter of Sunday a c t i v i t y should be submitted 
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to .referendum* Only simple questions capable of a "Yes" 
or "No" answer can be submitted t o referendum. When there 
i s a complicated proposi t ion Involving provisions f o r numbers 
of d i f f e r e n t kinds of a c t i v i t y , a referendum cannot express 
c lear conclusion because there i s no i 
put* In consequence, the a l t e ra t ion! 
by the majori ty of churches are not ca 
t o referendum and must be dea l t 
duced t o Parl iament. However, the 
tha t before a B i l l was sub: 
of the problem should be 
t h e i r views sought. Ifi f a c t , / c h u r c h leaders have had from 
the middle of June u n t i j ^ t h e end of September t o consider the 
matter and communicate tn^ixy^iews to the Government, which 
they have done ang^-agi verySgra teful f o r t h e i r a s s i s t ance . 
mple proposi t ion to 
in the law suggested 
able of submission 
iply on a B i l l i n t r o -
nment was determined 
imjfttecl t o Parl iament, due knowledge 
rommunipated to church leaders and 
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